MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
HALTFAX CENTRE

ROYAL ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY OF CANADA

September 1960

MESSAGE FROM TIE PRESIDELT

On the evening of August 1, 1960, The Royal astronomical
Society of. Ceanada, Ilalifax Centre, held a very successful public
viewing night at the "Horse Field", The weather was perfect and a
large enthusiastic crowd turned out.

The most distinguished visitors that evening were lre. anc
lrs, Sridgen of the lontreal Centre., The Bridgens who were holidayirg
in the Atlantic Provinces took time out to attend the public viewing
night and were most helpful in many weys. It is a pleasure 1o make
such personnel contacts with amateurs from other Centres and we
here on the coast would certainly enjoy meeting anyone who travels
this far east.

; I would like to take this opportunity, on behalf of the
Halifex Centre, to personally thank both kir: c. lirs. Bridgen for all
the encouragement and valuable information which they so willingly
passed on to us. :

Be We Allen,
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EDITORIAL

The report of TI'E COM.ITIES INVESTIGATINC Thl COOPwiial IO
SLTYERY ORSIERVILE CEiTRES which wes reac¢ at the iational Council
Meeting in "oronto on June 3, 1860, should be of specicl interest to
all amateur astronomers., Paragraphs 3 and 6 of this report are quoted
here:

"3. Lack of Information on Observing Prozremues. Groups with well
esteblished observing programmes have found that printed instructiions
an¢ reéport forms that specify what information is important are
essenticl in carrying out a good observing programme, As a Step to-
wards establishing some of these programmes in other Centres not
currently working in the field in question, the National Council

should help the individual Centres duplicate sample sets oL these
instructions, report fams, and training progremmes; end should
facilitate the distribution of these satples through the informaztion
service of the l'ational Cffice.,. This would help to achieve the goal

of achieving a "Wationel! feeling amon; members oi the Society as it
would esteblish the l‘ational Office as a place where observing inform-
ation originates. Al present, most members of the Society rely on such
orgenizations es the AAVSO, ALPC, etc., for such services; anc although
such sources are excellent, the time is ripe for a reorientation,

6. Trouble Getting Large llumbers of Observers to Participate in
Observing Programnes, Centires with organized prograimes KNOw that
genera.ly one, or two, enthusiastic observers are sufficient to carry
out a progreamme of observationss. (f course, greater nuubers are
desirable, butl it is nol the number participating that counts; ruther
their interest in obsering.  4lso it is a general fact that personnel
changes occur in the observing ranks as the interests of the observer
reorientate, This tends to introduce new programmes and also creates
gaps. in the rank of the obsérvers. Such gaps can be.filled by other
observers, an¢ allow new blood to bring in new ideas an¢ new methods
of observation, hence they prevent "stagnetion' in the ranks of the
observing gcroup.

Since the need of a ilatiomel Observing Programme is obvious, and with
these problems in mind, the Committee suggestss

thet Council should consider the ori_ination of a sceond puio-
lication similar to the JOURIAL Sup,.lement but not quite as formal &s
ihe JOURIAL. The purpose of such a publication would be'to act as an
intermediary between local newsletters and the JOUKiaL. iembers could
submit articles of good amateur quality to this subsidiary publication
where they could not achieVe the professional quality required for the
JOUIdnLe  Articles on the construction of observatories, telescopes,
or other observing equipment, and their usage, could be submitted where
the gtandard is not suitable for professional publication but is of
generel interest for the average amateur observer. The publication
could be issued either quarterly or semiannually ané could serve as a
means of introducing and training new observers, It could also handle
observing data not yet refined@ enough for the JOURVAL, but of interest
Lo memperse. As proposed in our previous report, more formal reports
of observations would be issued to the JOURVAL from time to time as
articles of guality cre prepared.!
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The need for a national effort within The Royal aAstronomical
of Canada where all Centres are encouraged to work for a common
purpose has long lLeen needed. The suggestion that the JOURWAL is not
at an amateur level need not be commented upon, It is sufficient to
say that it is an excellent publication and should not be discontinued.
The Committee should be congratulated on its report and it is hoped that
the "ational Office will not tarry in puttlng the above two suggestions
into effect immediately.

BeWeAe

HALTFAX CEITRE I'EWS

PUEBLIC VIEWIIC NIGHTs The Royal Astronomical Society of Canada,

Halifax Centre, will hold & public viewing night on the evening of
September 24, 1960, at 8300 pm., in the "Horse Field'" at the westerly
end of Jubilee Roacd. All members are asked to attend and those who

?dve telescopes please bring them alonge. Also please bring along your
riends. ;

Providing weather conditions are such that viewing is
impossible on the evening of September 24, 1960, we will meet on the
evening of September 26, 1960,

SEPTLIBLT. MELTIIC IICTICE: The next scheduled business meeting of The
Royal Astronomical Society of Canada, Halifax Centre, will be held on
the evening of September 28, 1960, at 8:00pm, in the Planetarium Room
of the I'ova Scotia Museum of Science, Spring Garden Road, HalifaxX, iieSe

This meetlng will mark the beginning of another fall and
winter season and 1t is hoped that all members will attends we will
be voting in a new slate of officers at the meeting in October amd
trust that you will endeavor to take an interest in the clubs affairs
and if asked to fill a post, that you will accept the appointment and
do your best to fulfill the obllgatlon an¢ not leave it to the others
to do all the works A club is only as strong as its weakest link so
let us try to have a organization in which there are no week links
this year, :

EEPORT ON_AUGUST PUBLIC VIEWING NICHT: More than two hundred and

1Tty people attended the public viewing night held in the 'Horse
Field" on the evening of August 1, 1960, The weather was perfect, a
large number of club members were present and the evening was a real
success as well as a milestone for the Centre,

A special thanks to all those menbers who brought along
their telescopes and who in anyway whatsoever helped to make the
evening the success that it was is passed on at this time,

Zven though the evening was a success it must be realized
that only through experience does one learn and the Centre did learm



R
that such an.evening must be orgenized, a matter which was almost
Torgotten on August 1, 1960, It is hoped thet we will be able to
profit by our mistakes at future public viewing nights.,

HBPCRT FROW MOTEOR CHQUPs The Meteor Group of the Halifax Centre, of
The Tioyal Astronomical Society of Cam da was formed in February 1960,
with an initial membership of five,. <

The first night of scheculled observing for the Group found
the.skies overcast thus bloting out the Lyrid meteor shower of april
cl, 1960 On the evening of May 6, 1960, the Group met to observe the
Aquarids meteor shower but was hampered by foge The proposed observa-
tion of the Delta Aquarids shower was rained out on July 29, 1960, The
first big break came on the day after the maximum of the Persids
shower when under pa:tly cloudy skies seven meteors were definately
seen anC_ four more spotted by individual members. -The most brilliant
being a large -6 magnitude fireball at 12:20 am. on the evening of
August 12/13. Other meteors from #£3 magnitude to -2 were also seen in

cne hour observation period. The following ni_ht was not clear
enough to carry out observations.

lMembers of tne lMeteor Group are listed below:

Mr. Jim McGuigan (Group Leader)
lir. John Manolopoulos

lMiss llargo Dunsworth

lMr. 3ill Take

Mre. David Akins

lir, Bert Allen

The Croup will meet in October to view the Orionids meteor
showere, All members of the lfalifax Centre are welcome, The time
and place will be announced in the October issue of "Galaxy!'t,

HEPCRT_FROL! AURORA GROUP: The aurora during August and September
nzs been fairly active in this area with five sitings having been
nade by members of the Group. Most of the credit for these sitings
mist go to lir, Harold Curran who has taken a keen interest in the
Croup's activities during the past summer,
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