MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
HALIFAX CENTRE

ROYAL ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY OF CANADA

I"ovember 1860

HALIFAX CLLTRE NZWS

NOVEMEIR MIZTI'G  T'OTICE: The next meeting of The Royal astroncmical
Sociely or Canada, deliiex Centre, will Le held on the evenlng of
ovember 30, 1960, at 8:00 pm. in the Planetarium koom of the nova
Scotia luseum of Science, Spring Garden Road, Halifax, 1.3

IE/LOD CLOUP: The meeting planned for the morning of liovember 5/6 to
observe the Taurid meteor shower, had to be cancelled due to cloudy
vieather., -

The Group will meet at 5:00 am. at the St Francis School
ground on the morning of Dececmber 10/11 or 11/12, whichever is clear;
to observe the Geminid meteor shower. Up to twelve meteors per hour
zre expected. The Group will also meet on the morning of Deceuber
13/14 =t the same place and time when up to 50 meteors per hour are
expected.

The Ursid meteor shower will be observed on the mornliig oI
Decewmber 21/22 at the same place and time when up to 15 meteors per
hour are expected.

: snyone is welcome to atuend these meetings but please come
dressed for the occasion and bring along necessary recoraing egulpment.
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JUROIA GROUP: Following are the nights on which meubers qf the Grogg
have reported sighting Aurora in Lhe Halifax area. MR
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On lovember lO *11 and 15 a gigantic series of solar I ares,
anc associated telescoplc and naked eye sunspots, erupted on the sun's
photosphere and hurled particles into space at egpeeds up 1o 1000 miles
per seconc. Iothing approgch:ng them has been reported since repruary
23, 1956, In this arec the result was one of the most vivid displays
of Aurora seeéen in- years.. Mr ”arold Curren reported thet- at 1l:45 am.
on the morning of November 12/13 the sky was filled with pulscting
rays which extended dovn vo within 30 degrees oi the soutnern wuorizon.
It was reported that radio and telegrayh cables felt the effects of
this solar storm.
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WPORY OF CCror LQN&HJ‘I;U: The QOctober meeting of The Royal astironcmicel

-

,OCIGuV of Canaca, halif.x Centre, was held on the evening of Ccvober
<6 4 1900, in the Planetarium Room of the liova Scotia Liuseum of sSeisnce,
Sprlng Garden hoed, Jfalifax, IN.S.

The cttencance at this meeting was discouragingly low beling
only fifteen both Senior and Junior members. Therefore since therc
wern't sufficient senior members present to select a slate ci new
officers the only change was in the position of treasurer. i Jim
TleCuigan wes elected to this post replacing Mr Harold Curran.

The programue consisted of the following: A pPaper wWas Treul
by the President on "Influence of the Weather on Vieviing Conditiocns',
a report on the past yeers activities of the Meteor Group by lir Jim
MeCfuigan anc a similar report on the Aurore Group by Mr Bert allen.,
Two 1€ mm films were shown one on The Earth in Motion end the other on

Ixploring the Universe.,

OBSERVER'S HANDBQO™.. The Observer's iandbook for 1961, publishec )
The Zloyel Astronomicel Society of Ctnm&a, have now been received and
all members are asked to make sure that they get their copy.
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TRAL SIT OF MiLCURY: On the morning of iovember 7, 1960, the sliy wes
clear, the barometer 2¢,92 inches and the temperature 4l degrees F.
with the local weeather office predicting that cloud would cover the
area by early afternoon, Thus only the first half of the transit of
llercury was visible in this area and by 1:30 pm 100% cloud cover
prevailed,

Two members of the Halifax Centre, lMr, Jim licGuigan and
Mre. Bert Allen, reported that they viewed the tronsit. Lir. alien
made his observations on a 4 inch diameter reflector by projecting
a 3 inch diameter image of the sun on & screen., First contact
appearecy as predicted, at apyroximacely 10:34 am. A.3.1T. at positiorn
angle 143 degrees. Mr. McGuigan observed the transit direetly on his
3., inch diameter reflector, using proper filters, and reportec tanat
at 1l2:15 pm. through increasing cloud cover liercury was plainly

————daiile,
Third and fourth contacts were not vis.ble, cue to cloud

cover, The apparent path of Mercury across the fice of the sun wa:
approximately as shown below,
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