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E D I T O R I A L

T h i s  i s  i s s u e  1 of v o lu m e  2 of N ova  N o te s .  Two m e e t i n g s  of the  
H a l i f ax  C e n t r e  of RASC ( S e p t e m b e r  and O c to b e r )  and one  s t a r  n ig h t  h ave  
b e e n  he ld  so fa r  th i s  y e a r .  I w i s h  to a p o lo g iz e  to th o se  m e m b e r s  who m i s s e d  
t h e s e  m e e t i n g s  due  to l a c k  of n o t i f i c a t io n .  We wil l  k e ep  you b e t t e r  i n f o r m e d  
in  f u tu r e .

T he  nex t  m e e t i n g  to be  h e ld  on N o v e m b e r  19th i s  i m p o r t a n t  b e c a u s e  a 
new e x ec u t iv e  w i l l  be  e l e c t e d .  If  you  h av e  i d e a s  on a c t i v i t i e s  o r  s p e c i a l  
i n t e r e s t s ,  th i s  i s  the  t i m e  to l e t  the  new e x ec u t iv e  know.  P l e a s e  inv i te  
y o u r  f r i e n d s  a n d / o r  m e m b e r s  of the  old H a l i f a x  C e n t r e  to a t t e n d .

L a s t  y e a r  the  H a l i fax  C e n t r e  w a s  r e - a c t i v a t e d  a f t e r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  of 
i n a c t iv i t y .  The  m e e t i n g s  w e r e  p o p u l a r  and w el l  a t t e n d ed  due in l a r g e  p a r t  
to the  e x c e l l e n c e  of o u r  g u e s t  s p e a k e r s .  The  f o r m a t  o f  l a s t  y e a r ' s  m e e t i n g s  
w i l l  be  con t inued ,  tha t  i s ,  a s h o r t  b u s i n e s s  m e e t in g ,  a g u e s t  s p e a k e r ,  f i lm  a n d /  
o r  s l i d e s  and coffee  a t  which  t i m e  books  can  be b o r r o w e d  f r o m  o u r  l i b r a r y  
( s t a r t e d  l a s t  y e a r )  and m e m b e r s  can  m e e t  e ach  o t h e r .

L a s t  y e a r ,  R A S C -H  m e m b e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  w a s  v i r t u a l l y  r e s t r i c t e d  to 
a t t e n d a n c e  a t  m e e t i n g s .  No a c t i v e  o b s e r v i n g  p r o g r a m s  w e r e  s t a r t e d  and, 
a l though  s e v e r a l  l e n s  g r ind ing  k i t s  w e r e  p u r c h a s e d  by the Socie ty ,  
none w e r e  g ro u n d .  As  can  be s e e n  f r o m  the  r e p o r t  of the  f i r s t  m e e t in g ,  
the  r e p o r t  on the  f i r s t  s t a r  n igh t  and the  r e p o r t  on the  l e n s  g r in d in g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  
t h i s  s i tu a t io n  i s  now chan g ed .

We a r e  looking  f o r w a r d  to a p r o d u c t i v e  y e a r  c u lm in a t in g ,  we hope,  
in  f ine w e a t h e r  on Ju ly  10, w hen  a  to ta l  e c l i p s e  of  the  sun wi l l  be  v i s ib le  f ro m  
P . E . I .  and  p a r t s  of  N ova  Sco t ia .

J . M . S .





N O T I C E  O F  M E E T I N G

P l a c e :  Nova  Sco t ia  M u s e u m

T i m e :  8 o ' c lo c k

D a te :  N o v e m b e r  19, 1971.

S p e a k e r :  MARY KING

E l e c t i o n  of new o f f i c e r s .





On May 15, o f  th i s  y e a r ,  the  M u se u m  h e ld  a " M u s e u m - g o - R o u n d " . A t  tha t  t im e  
t i m e  M r s .  C o r a  G re e n a w a y  to u r e d  the  M u s e u m  and w r o t e  the  following a r t i c l e  
w hich  w a s  c a r r i e d  on the C . B . C .  We a r e  m o s t  g r a t e f u l  to M r s .  G re e n a w a y  fo r  
the  i n t e r e s t  which  she  showed,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in o u r  E x h ib i t .

TH E LIVE M U S E U M ,

By C o r a  G r e e n a w a y .

T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  c o m p l a i n t s  a g a i n s t  o u r  m o d e r n  so c ie ty  and s o m e t i m e s  i t  
a l m o s t  s e e m s  a s  i f  we c a n !t do any th ing  r i g h t .  H o w ev e r ,  t h e r e  i s  one sh in ing  
e x a m p l e  of a v a s t  i m p r o v e m e n t  o v e r  the  good old d a y s  and tha t  is  the c o n c e p t  
of a  M u s e u m .  The m u s t y  m u s e u m  o v e r c r o w d e d  with  p o o r ly  l igh ted  e x h ib i t s  
c o m p le t e  with  u n r e a d a b l e ,  u n in te l l ig ib le  id e n t i f i c a t io n  c a r d s  i s  out.  L a s t  
S a tu rd a y ,  I w en t  to the  " M u s e u m -  g o - r o u n d " , a  n a m e  not  co ined  by m e  but 
thought  up by s o m e  one a t  the  N ova  S co t ia  M u s e u m .  Th is  i s  a day  w hen  c h i l d r e n  
and  ad u l t s  a r e  inv i ted  to take  p a r t  in  one o r  m o r e  d i f f e r e n t  a c t i v i t i e s .  U n d e r  
e x p e r t  gu idance  one can  be i n s t r u c t e d  in the old p i o n e e r  c r a f t s  su ch  a s  sp inn ing  
and  w eav ing  o r  m a k in g  ro p e  m a t s  o r  m o u n t in g  s ea w ee d  o r  j u s t  w a tch in g  the  l ive  
e x h ib i t s .  M o s t  of the  c r a f t s  a r e  old,  I found the i n t e r e s t i n g  p a r t  th a t  none of 
th e m  d e m a n d e d  e x p en s iv e  e q u ip m e n t .  To sp in  wool yo u  do n e ed  a  sp inn ing  w heel ,  
a l though  a d i s t a f f  w i l l  do the  t r i c k ,  bu t  w eav ing  can  be  done  on a  s i m p l e  m a k e s h i f t  
l o o m  w ith  c a r d b o a r d ,  p ins  and p o p s ic k l e  s t i c k .  One s e c t io n  w a s  s e t  up with  
m i c r o s c o p e s  w h e r e  l ife  in  a d r o p  of w a t e r  w a s  e x a m i n e d .  The  n ine  and  ten y e a r  
o lds  who w e r e  a t t en d in g  th is  s e s s i o n ,  w e r e  l i s t e n in g  with  r a p t  a t t e n t io n  to the 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  on p r o p e r l y  us ing  a  m i c r o s c o p e .

H o w ev e r ,  t h e r e  w a s  one p a r t  tha t  w a s  u l t r a  m o d e r n ,  the  a s t r o n o m y  s e c t io n .  
The  gu ides  h e r e  w e r e  m e m b e r s  of the  R oya l  A s t r o n o m i c a l  Socie ty ,  l o c a l  b r a n c h .  
As  I c a m e  in  about  a d o z en  y o u n g s t e r s  w e r e  w a tc h in g  the  s l i d e s  of g a la x i e s  and 
n e b u la e .  Next  they m o v e d  to the  s m a l l  p l a n e t a r i u m .  I k ep t  v e r y  s t i l l  a s  it  w a s  
obv ious  th a t  t h e s e  s p a c e - a g e  c h i l d r e n  knew m u c h  m o r e  about s p ac e  than  I do .
T h en  we  t u r n e d  o u r  a t t en t ion  to the t e l e s c o p e ,  you n o t ic e  I s a id  w e .  You see  by 
th is  t im e ,  I had  become so e n g r o s s e d  I d id  not w an t  to m i s s  any th ing .  In c lo s in g  
we saw how to g r in d  a l e n s ,  a f a s c in a t in g  p r o c e d u r e .  You s t a r t  out with  two d i s c s  
of abou t  one inch  th ick  and a f t e r  long and a r d u o u s  g r ind ing ,  and th is  i s  not 
e x a g g e r a t io n ,  i t  t a k e s  a t  l e a s t  s e v e r a l  m o n th s  to do th i s  - you  end up with a convex  
and  a  c o n ca v e  d i s c .  They  a r e  a f it , l ike  a m o ld .  You d i s c a r d  the con v ex  and y o u r  
c o n ca v e  d i s c  i s  y o u r  l e n s .  The t e l e s c o p e  on d i s p la y  w a s  h o m e  m a d e  and a jo l ly  
good one i t  i s .  I know b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  th ro u g h  th is  p r o d u c t  I saw the  m o o n  fo r  the 
f i r s t  t im e  with  c r a t e r s  and v a l l e y s  and r i d g e s ,  j u s t  l ik e  the p h o t o g r a p h s .  I t  
w a s  a  b r i g h t  a f t e rn o o n  oin l a t e  w i n t e r  w hen  we v i s i t e d  o u r  f r i e n d s  w i th  the 
t e l e s c o p e .  O u ts ide  the full m o o n  hung l ike  a s t y r o f o a m  ba l l  in a  b lue  sky .  Would



y o u  l ike  to s ee  the  m o o n  th ro u g h  the  new t e l e s c o p e ?  a sk e d  m y  h o s t .  Booted  
and  o v e r c o a t e d ,  snow w a s  s t i l l  on the  g round ,  we w e n t  out.  I f ixed m y  eye  
to the  t e l e s c o p e  and t h e r e  she  w a s .  Not sm o o th ,  not l ike  E d a m  c h e e s e ,  she  
a c tu a l ly  d id  h a v e  r o u n d  c r a t e r s  and sh ad o w s  w h e r e  the v a l l e y s  w e r e ,  and 
m o u n ta in  r i d g e s .  It w a s  a  r e v e l a t i o n 1. T h i s  m o o n  th a t  had  s e e m e d  so f a r ,  w a s  
no t  so d i s t a n t  any m o r e .  I th ough t  of M r s .  A r m s t r o n g ,  who in sp eak in g  of h e r  
h u sb an d ,  had  sa id  th a t  th i s  t r i p  to the  m o o n  w a s  the u l t im a te  fo r  h im ,  i t  w a s  
w h a t  he  had  b e e n  w o r k in g  fo r  fo r  y e a r s  and now he  w a s  t h e r e .  I a m  s u r e  he  i s  
v e r y  happy  she  s a id .  At the  t im e  I cou ld  no t  qu i te  s ee  th a t  the  e x p r e s s i o n  "h a p p y " 
f i t ted  the  c a s e ,  but now I d o .  T h a t  old m o o n  i s  a thing of b e a u ty .

As i t  w a s  b r o a d  d ay l ig h t ,  I d id  not d i s c e r n  m a n y  s t a r s ,  bu t  I a m  to ld  
tha t  the  c l u s t e r s  of s t a r s  a r e  b r i g h t e r  than  a l l  the  C ro w n  j e w e l s ,  I do b e l i e v e  
i t  a f t e r  s e e i n g  the  s l i d e s  of the  N o r th  A m e r i c a n  n e b u la .  The  def in i t ion  of 
a  n e b u la  i s  th a t  i t  i s  a b i r t h  p l a c e  of s t a r s .  J u s t  th ink ,  the  p la c e  w h e r e  s t a r s  
a r e  b o rn ,  the  n u r s e r y  of t h o s e  sh iny  c a n d l e s .  No w o n d e r  p e o p le  h a v e  been  
f a s c in a t e d  by the s t a r s  fo r  so long .  It i s  l ik e  hav ing  a whole  t r e a s u r e  h o u s e  
up t h e r e  to look at ,  to enjoy and  to p r o b e .  A n c ien t  peop le  g a t h e r e d  t h e i r  
k n ow ledge  t h r o u g h  o b s e r v a t io n ,  they d id  no t  h a v e  the  s c ie n t i f i c  know how to 
b a c k  i t  up. They  w e r e  p a t i e n t  o b s e r v e r s  and  f r o m  the  a c c u m u l a t e d  f a c t s  they 
w e r e  ab le  to f a sh io n  a  c a l e n d a r .  The  E g y p t i a n s  w e r e  s k i l l e d  in a s t r o n o m y .
F o r  e x a m p l e ,  the  i n t e r n a l  p a s s a g e s  of the  p y r a m i d s  a r e  i n c l in e d  to po in t  a t  
the po le  s t a r  of the  p er io d ,  a  fea t  only p o s s i b l e  wi th  the a id  of s igh t ing  i n s t r u m e n t s .  
I w o n d e r  why they fe l t  i t  w as  i m p o r t a n t  to m a k e  the  r o a d w a y s  in t h e i r  f u n e r a l  
t o m b s  in  l ine  w i th  the h e a v e n ly  b o d i e s .  The  B ab y lo n ian s  s tu d ied  the s t a r s  
w i th  an added  p u r p o s e  in m in d  - a s t r o l o g y  the  p r e d i c t i n g  of p e o p l e ' s fu tu r e  and 
d e s t i n y .  So did  the C h i n e s e .  T h i s  cou ld  l e a d  to u n fo r tu n a te  o c c u r r e n c e s .
T he  C h in e s e  a s t r o n o m e r s  Hi and  Ho had  not f o r e s e e n  an e c l i p s e  of the  Sun.
T he  f r ig h ten in g  even t  so u p s e t  the E m p e r o r ,  he  had  th e  p o o r  a s t r o n o m e r s  
b e h e a d e d .  T h i s  i s  qu i te  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e ,  an  e c l i p s e  of the  sun i s  e r r i e ,  it  
h a s  a  fey q u a l i ty .  You r e m e m b e r  the  e c l i p s e  l a s t  y e a r  when the w o r l d  b e c a m e  
d a r k  and s t i l l  a t  t h r e e  in the  a f t e rn o o n .  Not even  a  b i r d  s t i r r e d .  I w a s  glad 
w hen  i t  w a s  o v e r  and I knew w h a t  i t  w a s  a l l  abou t .  T he  C h in e se  E m p e r o r  did  
not .  '

But to r e t u r n  to o u r  a s t r o n o m y  s e c t io n .  The  a u d ien ce  r a n g e d  in age  f r o m  
n ine  to t h i r t e e n ,  I would  g u e s s .  T h ey  w e r e  a b s o r b e d  and k n o w le d g e a b le .  The 
c o n q u e s t  of the  m o o n  h a s  h a d  f a r  r e a c h i n g  e f f e c t s .  I a m  s u r e  ten  o r  f i f teen  
y e a r s  ago the  s a m e  age  g ro u p  would  not h a v e  b een  ab le  to follow the  ex p lan a t io n s  
o f  the  a m a t e u r  a s t r o n o m e r .  T h i s  a s t r o n o m i c a l  so c ie ty  i s  a d e d ic a t e d  g ro u p .
They  r a n g e  in  age f r o m  s tu d en t s  to the  h o n o r a r y  m e m b e r  F a t h e r  B u rk e  Gaffney .  
P e r h a p s  o f  n e c e s s i t y  to cu t  down on e x p e n s e s ,  they a r e  e n t h u s i a s t i c  d o - i t -  
y o u r s e l v e r s .  They  build  t e l e s c o p e s ,  and d e v e lo p  t h e i r  p i c t u r e  taking t e c h n i q u e s .  
One m e m b e r  h a s  a s p e c i a l i t y ,  he  looks  fo r  c o m e t s .  C o m e t s  a r e  r a t h e r  r a r e  
v i s i t o r s  on the sky l ine  and so f a r  he  h a s  had  no luck,  bu t no th ing  d au n ted  he 
c o n t in u e s  h i s  s e a r c h  of the h e a v e n s .  " It  r e a l l y  d o e s  no t m a t t e r " h e  s a y s ,  
i t  i s  so p e ac e fu l  w a tch in g  the  sky a t  n ig h t " . P e r h a p s  i t  i s  the s e a r c h  r a t h e r  
than  a c tu a l ly  spo t t ing  one,  t h a t  g ives  h im  the  g r e a t e s t  s a t i s f a c t io n .  What i s  
a t t r a c t i v e  about  the  e n d e a v o u r  and m a k e s  one th ink,  i s  the  p h i lo so p h ic  a p p r o a c h  
to the  u l t im a te  o u tco m e  of the  q u e s t .



We l ive  in such  an unquie t  w o r ld  th a t  i t  s e e m s  to m e  i t  i s  d e s i r a b l e  
to c u l t iv a te  the qu ie t  p a s t i m e s .  Angl ing  i s  a c o n te m p la t i v e  s p o r t ,  a d d ic t s  
l ike  I zaak  W al ton  did  no t c a r e  abou t  the catch,  they l ik e d  to be  a t  one with  
n a t u r e .  S ta r  g a z e r s  a r e  s i m i l a r ,  they  a r e  no t  p u r s u i n g  a fixed goa l,  they  a r e  
e x p lo r in g  the u n i v e r s e .  T i m e  is  not a  f i r s t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  they  d e p en d  too m u ch  
on the w h im s  of the w e a t h e r  f o r  t im e  to m a t t e r .

A l ike  a t t i tu d e  w a s  n o t i c e a b le  in  the  M u s e u m  on S a tu rd a y .  T he  c h i l d r e n  
p u r s u e d  t h e i r  h o b b ie s  but wi th  b e t t e r  a c h i e v e m e n t s  and m o r e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  
to t h e m s e l v e s .  D e s p i t e  the n u m b e r  of c h i l d r e n  m i l l i n g  a ro u n d ,  i t  w a s  qu ie t ,  
they could  c o n c e n t r a t e  on the  p r o j e c t s .  If  we a r e  m o v in g  to w a r d s  a  fo u r  day  
w o rk w e e k ,  i t  i s  w e l l  tha t  a  young g e n e r a t i o n  l e a r n s  to dev e lo p  m e n t a l  and  p h y s ic a l  
s k i l l s  so th a t  they w il l  r e a l l y  en joy  t h e i r  b o n a n z a  of f r e e d o m .

On the  26th of S e p t e m b e r  a t  2300 h r .  t h e r e  w a s  an a u r o r a l  d i s p la y  

v i s ib le  o v e r  D a r t m o u t h .  It c o n s i s t e d  of pa le  w h i te  c u r t a i n s  tha t  m o v e d  

r ap id ly  b a ck  and fo r th  a c r o s s  the sky .

J M S .



A b r i e f  r e p o r t  on the S e p t e m b e r  and  O c to b e r  m e e t i n g s .

S e p t e m b e r  24th

T he  m e m b e r s  of the  e x e c u t iv e  felt  i t  w a s  i m p o r t a n t  to s t a r t  th is  
y e a r  by s t a r t i n g  s o m e  a c t iv e  v iew ing  p r o g r a m s .  C o n se q u e n t ly  the f i r s t  meet ing  
w a s  d e v o ted  to e s t a b l i s h i n g  the following ac t iv i ty  g r o u p s .

1. V a r i a b l e  s t a r s .  T h is  g roup  i s  h e a d e d  by W a l t e r  Zuk a u s k a s  who i s  an
e x p e r i e n c e d  v a r i a b l e  s t a r  o b s e r v e r  and i s  a t  p r e s e n t  w r i t i n g  a m a s t e r s  t h e s i s  
on V a r i a b l e  s t a r s  w h i le  a t  D a lh o u s ie  U n i v e r s i t y .

2. O c c u l t a t i o n s .  M a r y  King w i l l  h e a d  th i s  a c t iv i ty  g ro u p .  M a r y  r e c e i v e s
c o m p u t e r i z e d  p r e d i c t i o n s  f r o m  E n g lan d  fo r  m a n y  o c c u l t a t i o n s ,  c a l c u l a t e d  
fo r  h e r  h o u s e  a t  F e r g u s o n ' s C ove .  M a r y  i s  w e l l  known fo r  h e r  w o r k  in 
a s t r o n o m y  in the  H a l i fax  D a r t m o u t h  a r e a  and you m a y  have  s e e n  an a r t i c l e  
about  h e r  in a r e c e n t  M ai l  S t a r .

3 .  L u n a r ,  s o l a r  and  p l a n e t a r y . Roy H u m p h r e y  w i l l  h e ad  th i s  g ro u p .  Roy c o m p le t e d
a  6" r e f l e c t i n g  n ew ton ian  l a s t  y e a r  and h a s  b e e n  k e en ly  o b s e r v in g  and p h o to ­
g ra p h in g  th ro u g h  i t  e v e r  s in c e .

4 .  Sky L o r e .  T h i s  i s  a g roup  n e ed in g  a l e a d e r  with  s o m e  k n ow ledge  of
c o n s te l l a t i o n s  and  the  p o s i t io n  of i n t e r e s t i n g  s t e l l a r  and  p l a n e t a r y  o b je c t s .
I t  i s  a l e a r n i n g  g ro u p  f r o m  w h ich  m a n y  could  ben e f i t .

5 .  M e s s i e r  c lub E v e r y o n e  can belong  to t h i s .  One j u s t  k e e p s  t r a c k  of a l l  the
m e s s i e r  o b je c t s  s ee n ,  w i th  a view to s e e in g  th e m  a l l .

6. L e n s  g r in d in g .  T h e  Nova  Sco t ia  M u se u m  h a s  m a d e  r o o m  a v a i l a b le  o
in  one of the  ac t iv i ty  r o o m s e v e r y  S a tu rd ay  m o r n i n g  a t  10:30.

O c to b e r  22nd.

D r .  M i tch e l l  of St. M a r y * s  U n iv e r s i t y  spoke to us about  the new o b s e r v a t o r y  
n e a r i n g  c o m p le t io n  t h e r e .  The  t e l e s c o p e  i s  a 16 " F 11 c a s s e g r a i n  
w hich ,  i t  i s  ex p ec ted ,  w i l l  be  i n s t a l l e d  on N o v e m b e r  29th.  D r .  M i t c h e l l  s a id  
t i m e  would be  m a d e  a v a i l a b le  fo r  public  v iew ing  wi th  the t e l e s c o p e ,  p ro b a b ly  
e a r l y  in the  new y e a r ,  wh ich  i s  exc i t ing  n e w s  fo r  us .

Two N a t io n a l  F i l m  B o a r d  of C a n a d a  m o v i e s  w e r e  a l s o  show, A u r o r a l  R o c k e t  
and A to m ic  E n e r g y  in C a n a d a .



S o la r  E c l i p s e .

Next  s u m m e r  a to ta l  e c l i p s e  of the  sun w i l l  be  v i s ib le  in P E I  and  c e r t a i n  
p a r t s  o f  N .S .  I t  i s  h oped  m a n y  m e m b e r s  w i l l  be  ab le  to p a r t i c i p a t e  in  th i s  
e c l i p s e .  M r .  E a r l  M acD ona ld  h a s  p r o p e r t y  n e a r  C a r i b e a u  N . S .  f r o m  which  
m e m b e r s  m a y  view the e c l i p s e .  M r .  V e r n e r  C o le s  of N o r th  M il ton ,  P E I  wi l l  
a l s o  allow m e m b e r s  to view the  e c l i p s e  f r o m  h i s  p r o p e r t y .

The  following l e t t e r  w a s  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  the D e p a r t m e n t  of T o u r i s t  
D e v e lo p m e n t ,  P . E . I .

Dear Sir:
As you probably know, a total solar eclipse will occur 
over eastern Canada on July 10, 1972 and Prince Edward 
Island is a prime area from which to view this phenomenon. 
Most of the land crossed by the umbral shadow is sparsely 
inhabited. However, the path of the eclipse crosses right 
through the central and eastern part of Prince Edward Island 
close to resort areas, urban centers and villages. The 
maximum duration of totality will be 155.6 seconds.
We are sure that you or some of your associates might pos­
sibly consider combining a holiday trip to Prince Edward 
Island in the beautiful month of July to enjoy some of 
our vacation attractions, particularly the beaches, and 
at the same time study the eclipse. We would be happy 
to help you with any hotel reservations or other ar­
rangements you may consider necessary. Please let us 
know your wishes in this regard and we will co-operate 
in every way possible.
Yours very truly,



The fol lowing i s  a  r e p o r t  on o u r  f i r s t  S ta r  Night,  w r i t t e n  by one 12 y e a r  old 
C r a i g  M ac D o n a ld .  We hope  to m a k e  the  S t a r  Night a r e g u l a r  m on th ly  a c t iv i ty ,  
two w e e k s  a f t e r  o u r  r e g u l a r  m e e t i n g .

STAR N I G H T . by C r a i g  M acD ona ld .

S ta r  Nigh t  O c t .  1, 1971 9:30 p . m .  - o u r  s m a l l  a r m y  of about 15 peop le  
m a r c h e d  up the  h i l l  a t  C onn au g h t  B a t t e r y  and  m o u n te d  o u r  guns ( t e l e s c o p e s )  
to the  sky .  F o r  n e a r l y  3 h o u r s  we v iew ed  the m o on, M a r s ,  J u p i t e r  ( fo r  a  t i m e )  
S a tu rn  and a l l  o t h e r  s t a r s  a t  r a n d o m  and Roy H u m p h r e y  got a  b i n a r y  s t a r  fo r  
us  in h i s  b ig  s ix  in c h .  I t w a s  a f a i r  t u r n  out - the  15 peop le  - o r  a s  m a n y  a s  I 
r e m e m b e r  out of  15 o r  so w e r e  M r .  and M r s .  H u m p h r e y  who b r o u g h t  a 6 inch  
r e f l e c t o r  (hom e  m a d e )  a  2 1/2  inch  r e f r a c t o r  and a p a i r  of b i n o c u l a r s .
M r .  and  M r s .  S heehan  b r o u g h t  the  C lu b ' s  2 1/2 inch  r e f r a c t o r ,  and a p a i r  o f  
b i n o c u l a r s .  T h e r e  w e r e  about  6 o r  7 o t h e r  peop le  t h e r e  w h o se  n a m e s  I a m  
a f r a i d  I c a n ' t  r e m e m b e r .  Two b o y s  w e r e  in  St. M a r y ' s  U n iv e r s i t y ,  two o th e r  boys  
w e r e  in  G r a d e  e l e v e n ,  at Queen  E l i z a b e t h  High School .  W hile  y o u r s  t r u l y  
and m y  d ad  E .  W. M acD ona ld  took the  c l u b ' s  3"  b r a s s  t e l e s c o p e  and m y  l i t t l e  
1  1/2 inch  t e l e s c o p e  which  i s  not w o r th  2 c e n t s  a n y m o r e .  R igh t  now we a r e  
bu i ld ing  an e igh t  inch  r e f l e c t o r .  At abou t  10:05 i t  w a s  beg inn ing  to c loud o v e r  
v e r y  qu ick ly  w i th  a th ick  s h e e t  of fog and  cloud,. so we d e c id e d  we would a l l  
c a l l  i t  qu i t s  - we did and we w e n t  down to M a r y ' s  h o u s e  fo r  cof fee  and c o o k ie s .
J u s t  a s  we  got in  the  d o o r  the  phone  r a n g ,  i t  w a s  J o h n  Shaw, he  s a id  he  w a s  s o r r y  
h e  cou ld  no t  m a k e  i t  down, he  h ad  to w o r k .  So w h i le  e v e ry b o d y  e l s e  w a s  d r in k in g  
coffee  and ea t ing  c o o k ie s  and  l i t e r a l l y  hav ing  a ba l l ,  p o o r  old Jo h n  h a d  
to s l av e  beh ind  a d e s k .  J u s t  b e f o r e  we  le f t  M a r y  King saw S a tu r n  o v e r  G e o r g e ' s  
I s l a n d  and p ic k ed  i t  up in h e r  3 1/2  inch  Q u e s t a r  which  she  a l s o  b r o u g h t  up to the ob ­
s e r v i n g  p l a t f o r m  - which  w a s  r e a l l y  j u s t  an old h o u s e  founda t ion .  So every b o d y  
le f t  h a p p i ly .

S ta r  Night N u m b e r  I w a s  a b ig  s u c c e s s .

N e w s l e t t e r  p r in t e d ,  th a n k s  to the  goodwill  of the  

N ova  Sco t ia  M u s e u m .



L e n s  g r in d in g .

F o r  the  l a s t  s ix  S a tu rd a y  m o r n i n g s  the h a r s h  r a s p i n g  sounds  of the  
i n i t i a l  s t a g e s  of m i r r o r s  b e ing  g ro u n d  h a s  i s s u e d  fo r th  f r o m  the  Nova Sco t ia  
M u s e u m ,  b e tw ee n  10:30 and 1 o ' c l o c k .  T he  M u se u m  su p p l i e s  us  w i th  w o rk  
s p a c e  and m i r r o r  s u p p o r t s  n e x t  to a  s ink  and  a l s o  s u p p l i e s  s t o r a g e  s p a c e  fo r  
o u r  e q u ip m e n t .

Two 20 c m  (8") m i r r o r s  a r e  be ing  g round  by E a r l  M acD ona ld  and Jo h n  Shaw 
and one 15 c m  (6") by C r a i g  M ac D o n a ld .  By the  t im e  you r e a d  th is  the  rough  
g r in d in g  shou ld  be  f in i shed  and the  sm o o th in g  s t a r t e d .  E a r l  i s  a l r e a d y  ta lk ing  
abou t  a  32 c m  (12 1/2) m i r r o r  he  would l ik e  to m a k e .

S e v e r a l  peop le  h a v e  shown i n t e r e s t  in  the  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  m a k in g  a  
M a k s u to v  t e l e s c o p e .  D r .  M a u r i c e  L a y c o c k  of the  A t la n t i c  R eg io n a l  L a b o r a t o r y  
o f  the  N a t iona l  R e s e a r c h  C ou n c i l  i s  hoping  to s t a r t  on a  20 c m  M ak s u to v .  H is  
i n t e r e s t  in  M a k s u to v s  w a s  a r o u s e d  a f t e r  r e a d i n g  s o m e  l i t e r a t u r e  b o r r o w e d  f r o m  
Anthony L ock ,  a  PhD C an d id a te  in  Biology a t  D a l .  who h a s  fo r  m a n y  y e a r s  c o l l e c te d  
n ew s  l e t t e r s  of the  M ak su to v  C lu b .  C h r i s  P u r c e l l  h a s  a l s o  shown i n t e r e s t  in  
M a k s u to v s .  C h r i s  g ro u n d  a  20 c m .  m i r r o r  and i s  now in the  p r o c e s s  of 
p r e p a r i n g  a  m o u n t  for i t  in H a l i f a x  a f t e r  l e av in g  i t s  p i e r  in L u n e n b u r g .
P a u l  D a v iso n  h a s  c o m e  to the  M u s e u m  on s e v e r a l  S a t u r d a y s .  He p la n s  to
bui ld  an  e q u a t o r i a l  m o u n t  so he  can  do s o m e  a s t r o p h o t o g r a p h y  b e f o r e  c o n s t r u c t i n g
a  t e l e s c o p e .





REPORTING ON OBSERVATIONS

METEOROID: A small object entering the earth's atmosphere
which dissipates its energy in a brief blaze.
METEOR: The streak of light of a particle travelling in
the atmosphere - a shooting star.
METEORITE: A meteoroid which survives to fall to the
ground.
FIREBALL: A meteor as bright as Jupiter or Venus.
BOLIDE: A fireball that appears to explode.

* * * * * * * * * * * * *

1. HEIGHT above the horizon.
2. TIME (a) of sighting (b) duration.
3. DIRECTION and ANGLE with the horizon.
4. DATE of sighting.
5. LOCATION - coordinates or geographical references (note 

landmarks or draw a map.)
6. TYPE - Fireball, Bolide etc.

/ 

7. SIZE and SHAPE - in relation to the moon.
8. OCCURANCE OF BURSTS OR FLARES - number and position 

along the path.
9. SOUNDS (cracking, hissing, explosive) and the time

intervale between sighting the object and hearing
the sound.

10. LUMINOSITY - brightness compared to a planet or the 
moon and the occurance of nearby shadows, if any.

11. COLOR Distinguish between the color of the object and
any persistant train after its passing.

12. SKY CONDITION - clear, cloudy, haze etc.




